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THE fallowing pages having been 


= guifred knowledge and judgement, the 
: writer of them is encouraged to commit 
them to the prefs. From his fituation in 
one of the moft populous countries in Eng- 
land, where he hath aéted many years as 
—-@ Fuftice of the Peace, he hath been led to 
turn bis thoughts more Srequently upon the 
| fubjeé? of the Game-laws, than many 0- 
thers may have bad the opportunity or in- 
clination to do: be hopes therefore to be 
 jufiified in declaring, that of the multi- 
- plicity. of penal laws with which-our-Sta- 
tute-books are filled, he hath found none 
more irkfome in their execution, more ins 
effectual in their means, or which call 
more loudly for amendment, than thofe re- 
Jpetting the Game, - 


—  perufed by jome gentlemen of diftin- 
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IGHT-HUNTERS and poachers 

of every kind, have of late years 

grown to be a very numerous body, 

_ and from their improved methods of 
- catching the Game, and the eafe with 
which they can difpofe of it, it is in fe- 
veral places in a good meafure deftroy- 
ed: but what is moft of all an alarming 
confider ation, a practice prevails in dif- 

_ ferent parts of the kingdom, for petions 


Le nf A oe OEP q . " p 
ig ht os SE GGT ed MOEA DA RD A AGS |e Poe ‘ = * + 5 
Be ee TT Lae tat: Me co a) aE Ne REI ANE: Peep ONT PS RE ; "a7 > fae pee Rite ee 2 
; vs nee rissa af bea TR 6 ks Se ni ae of De Siac 5 8 
is et a +9 yi 2 ‘ Ba 2 


* panies, armed with firre-arms, clubs, and 
s _ other offenfive weapons, when they pro- 
ceed, not only to deftroy the Game with 
__ iets, fnares, and dogs, but frequently to 


commit other offences, as well to the de- 

3 triment of individuals, as in direct viola- 
___ tion of the public quiet. — Though many 
of thefe are well known, yet they have 
_ the effrontery to denounce vengeance a-— 


= gainkt ry one e who fhall attempt to re- 
| {train 


24 = 4 
{train them. ‘Nay the farmers hold them . 
in fuch utter dread, that fo far from lodg- 
ing any informations againtt them, they 
are even afraid to difturb a fingle fnare 
with which their fields may at any time 
happen to be furrounded. = 


Or the many offenders who have been ~ 
charged with deftroying, or attempting to 
deftroy the Game, they may be generally 
comprized under the following defcrip- 

tions :—as men of profligate and aban- 
doned charaéters—or without any vifible 
means of obtaining a livelihood—or hav- 
ing been guilty of notorious offences—or 
juitly fufpected_ of fuch, and thefe fuf- = 
picions too often confirmed by their fub- 
fequent mifconduét. 


Few inftances have come within my - 
recollection, where the families of thefe ~ 
perfons have not been in a moft neceffi- 
- _ tous condition, ora charge to the pa- 
rifhes where they belong. 


> 
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Ir is very Tenediable: that they are 
Ai . feldom or ever reclaimed ; nay fuch is 
their 


? 
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_theirinfatuation, that they will frequent- 
ly wander to a great diftance, the dif- 
tance of many miles from their refpec- 
tive homes, where they can have a more 
convenient opportunity of fucceeding in 
their xightly excurfions, Children are 
profeffedly trained up:by their parents in 
the fame infamous courfes, and a fkilful 
Poacher finds his account in taking 
young fellows, dy way of apprentices, as 
it is termed, to inftruct them in the dif- 
ferent methods of catching the Game ; 
and to which purpofe the nights of Sa- 
turday and Sunday are more oe 
ly appropriated. et 


Many. of dionentne are expert in .de-. 
ftroying: hares and partridges, are not lefs ~ 
fo in robbing fifh-ponds, and rabbit- 
warrens ; guns, fnares, and nets for thefe 
feveral purpofes are commonly found in 
the poffeffion of the fame perfons ; and 
it is ufual with them to take the whole 
ftock of a pigeon-houfe, by fixing nets 
over the openings of thefe houfes, and - 
forcing the birds into them. It was not 
long ago that a large quantity of pigeons, 
poultry, . 


% 


geek me. 
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poultry, and other things were: cartied 


of in one night, from different places in 
the fame village ; and two horfes which 
were fuppofed to have been loaded with 


thefe articles, were taken from thence 


and _ turned adrift — near - town of 
Sheffield. eas ee pre oe 

TueEre. is adevice which is now very 
much practifed for deftroying fith, parti- 
cularly trouts in rivulets and brooks, by 
parties going in the night with Dlazing 
torches, which gives them ‘an opportu- 
nity of ufing fpears and nets, fo that 
they can eafily fecure moft of the fith 
which come in their way. Therei is rea- 


, tee Tio at he sire — 
-againft them. Pheafants alfo are ‘be- 


come an caly prey. to _ eee in tthe 


Te “may deem spark 8 to ‘be a nailer 
lous affertion, but the fact is indifputa— 
ble, that there now actually exifts m fe- 
veral places, an Afotiation of poachers 
and. he, abettors of them, who are sae 


to 


oS. 

to advance money for the purpofe of 
paying penalties, or otherwife affifting 
any of their fuffering brethren... -_.. 


A man was fometime ago convitted 
of fetting {nares in the night, he had a 
wife and eight children who were all 
miferable in the extreme, the whole fur- 
niture of the hovel in which they lived 
amounted not to the value of ten fhil- 
Jings. Yet, this man, upon application. 
to his affociates, very f{peedily procured 
the penal fum in which he had been 
| congethad.. : , 

Ar the {pring af ALCLG, alt 
it appeared that a Aabiesintint. was en- 
tered into by a great number of perfons 
to maintain in prifon, and to defend up- 
on their trials two men who were com. 
mitted and indiéted for fhooting a fer- 
vant belonging to the Earl of Effingham : 
this fervant had been fent out with o- 
thers to apprehend the two men and their | 
company, when fetting and ufing {nares 
in the night, not far from his Lordfhip’s 
houfe. Some others from the fame 
Bo country, 


| ( © a 3 
country, notorious for being night-hun- 


ters were ‘tried at the above mentioned 
affizes for grand larceny. © 


i. THE parks, woods, and grounds ad- —@ 
= ‘joining to Wentworth-Houfe, the feat of | 
the late truly illuftrious Marquifs of | | 
Rockingham, having been conftantly 
poached’in the night, fome attempts were 
made to difcover the offenders, when 
thefe with the moft refentful malignity, 
‘amongtt other depredations, took upon 
themittlves to deface an elegant building 
in the park at Tankerfley by breaking to- 
pieces the windows, doors, &c. 


“fuo’ the learned profeflor Blackflone, 
when he delivered his lectures in the | 
- Univerfity of ‘Oxferd, was led to think 
, thatthe offences conftituted by the Game . 
laws were of a queftionable nature: yet. 
itis highly probable that had he been 
aware ofthe: complicated evils which 
Have fince-arifen, he- would have con- 
tended for the necefli fity fof introducing 
fome eflential changg,. fore ‘fubftantial 
ge 2 in the fylem 0 of thefe awe; “for 

; he 


ie 
he intimates that the breach of them 
is an offence againft the public police,’ 

and ceconomy of the common wealth, by 
promoting idlenefs in low and indigent 
perfons, and taking them away LTORr 
their stat eS and callings 


_- Wuen inate safer ior alatfes oe ihe =o 
avowedly take upon themfelves the n+) 
- fra€tion of'any pofitive law, there muft 
be fom fundamental detect in the law 
itfelf, that it’ is difproportion: ste to the 
end, and! too. imperfect*to check the 
progrefs of thofe offences it was meant 
toreftrain: Yet. for a private perfon to 
_ give a decided-opinion upon that at great 
branch of jurifprudence which teaches 
the nature aiid extent of cr imes and pu- 
-nifhments, would be- to afiume a conf-’ 
dence which might poffibly expofe him 
to cenfure : however the meanett indivi-” 
dual in thé ftate may perhaps be able to 
{ketch otit fonie rude and imperfect out- 
_ lines, for‘others of acknowledged abilities 
and 1efare fo fill up. ‘It is “obferved by. 
the great Mr Lede “ That politics (in 
the confined:meaning) are ae common 
=e BS pees SSS ae 


fenfe applied to national inftead. of pis 
vate concerns.” oa: 
New stadaguec te the law of every 
country, and new modes of. enforcing 
them will conftantly be required. A ci- 
vil fatisfaction ought not to be confider- 
ed as an adequate compenfation for a 
public mifchief, and it is a well-known 
maxim, that thofe crimes, which men 
have the eafieft opportunity of commit- 
ting, and which cannot be fo conveni- 
ently guarded againft, ought to be pu- 
nifhed with the greater feverity. “ Ea 
Sunt animadvertenda peccata maxime que 
ee ssnitein Cicero. 
oe aire as 5 well as other Sate oe 
of thofe offences, which are committed in 
the night-time, are held to be aggrava- 
ted to a peculiar degree of enormity. 
Ought not they: therefore to be confider- 
ed as the juft objects of legal refentment, 
- who hardened by a long courfe of im-. 
punity, employ. themfelves in deftroying. 
the Game dy night, and fally forth in 
armed numbers prepared to engage in 
any defperate attempts ? 


Go eee 
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“ail beg to repeat the idea, that it isnot 
: a the prefervation of the Game alone 
(tho’ this with the qualified fportfmen of 
England is held to be a matter of general 
and national concern) that we ought to | 
be fo much. follicitous ; it is not to fecure 
the right of this Game to thofe whom 
the law hath given it, which we ought 
principally to regard, but it is to keep 
thofe of our fellow fubjects within the 
bounds of their duty, who are now be- 
come a burthen, or even a terror to -— 
7 ene wehgne ace ee - 

Beans will — to — to the 
feat. a. He 7. c. 7, and to that tof 9. G. 
I. c, 22. commonly ‘diftinguifhed by the 
name of the Waltham. Black Aét, with 
the fubfequent — amendments thereof, 
will probably be furnifhed with fome 
materials which may not be unaptly st 
— to the “ efent hehjetee aa 


| “Tus re mer sont of this att. pneeet 

feveral offences therein fpecified to per- 
— fons. armed with jwords, fire-arms, sand 
: having. their Faces diaokee or being other= 
i is S08 
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Gil difg fed, butt after wards goes fur- 
ther and. fays, “Tf any pean or per~ 
fons. (which certainly means whether 
they. be armed or not) -fhall commit.the 
: offences in, the manner therein. exprefied, 

“every perfon fo offending {hall fuffer 
death, as in cafes of felony, without 
benefit of clergy.” »'Thecomment which 
is made by the celebrated profeflor above 
“mentionéd, upon this-act, is very appo= 
fite te.the -prefent- purpole... I mention 
this offence -fays he, not:on account of 


the damage done thereby to pfivate pro- 


pais but of the manner in which that 
* Biniis — aad the terror of his 

laje fu Ste ievhruty: Src Lae “AS 
‘to. being, icaa a any cone may be faid 
generally to be fo in the night, from the 
difhculty of afcertaining the perfon of 
another) at that time, and moft’ of all, 
one with whom we are unacquainted, 


or to whom we = gece oa — 
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mater igh defervi ing a ferious engi ry 
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amagé.is. committed; to the breach’ of - 
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—Yemedies of a more. sean operation 


manent cure ‘thereof; and for this pur- 


jury — to — 


fome little ame 


_ coercive and more exemplary | ? and could 
this be effected, there is the ‘ftrongett 
reafon to believe that the penalties upon 


Seer 
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is, whether a revifion of the Game laws 


may not be properly grounded upon the 


Taft mentioned Statutes, and as coming, - 


in fome refpetts within the equity and 
veafon of them. It will be readily grant- - 
ed that when a diforder grows obftinate, 


are required to work a radical and per- 


pofe I am bold to aflert, that every of- 
fence ought to be meafured by the” in- 


ee . = 


Tur laws fat the prefervation « of the 
Game deftroyed in the day-time, with 
ndments_ which may be. 
made in them, feem to be intelligible, 
and compulfory enough to anfwer every 
general good purpofe. Would it then 
be unwife or unjuft to render the pu ifh- 
ments againtt night-poachers only, “more 


“unqualified perfons of credit, {porting 
f2 might be lefs rigoroully:¢ exacted, 
“Opo rtioned in fuch a manner, as “to 

Saar ¢ feave 


ie i 
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leave no reafonable grounds for com- 
plaint. 


Tp eves-droppers, mes is, thole wha 
ftand under the eves of houfes to hearken 
after news, and to carry it to others, 
are punifhable by indiétment, or other- 
wile: If night walkers are alfo marked 
out by the law as public offenders ; if 
any one, who fhall fteal a loaf of br ad | 
or a bafket of coals, tho’, perhaps to 
fupply the urgent calls of a numerous 
family, is fubjeét to be corporally pu- 
nifhed, can it ever be thought to mili 
tate again{t the principles of found poli- 


cy, that thofe defperate members of fo- 


ciety, who impatient-of rule, and in con- 
tempt of all authority, traverfe the fields 
and the woods, dy Lat fhould be con- 
fidered as being guil ty of a criminal a¢t ? 
not to be determined in a fummary way, 
but by that true conftitutional mode, by 


an exprefs conviction under the verdict 


of aun ES ie 
First ; 

* Itis a ‘pallu e truth that the peter —- Jallice of the’ a 
Peace is encreafed to a very formidable height, by that autho- — 


rity which i agen him of proceeding againft fo many offences 
in 


SS : 

3 First then, ought not every offender 

__ who poaches im the night, to incur fome — 

- corporal punifhment, and perhaps with- 

out being allowed to make any pecuni- 
ary atonement ¢ 


Ne ? 


-nifhment to be inflicted upon every fuch 
offender as aforefaid, going about armed? i 
but moft of all, Thirdly, Ought not 
they to be deemed deferving of a fill 
heavier punifhment who thus go about 
in the night, armed, and two or more 
being in company together? 


Tr feems hardly poflible.for the in-_ 
genuity of the moft fubtile cafuilt to dif- 
tinguifh the heinoufnefs of thefe offences 

with their concomitant train of mif- 
chiefs, from that of fome of thofe which 
s — gees the 


Py 


in a fummary and arbitrary way, avithout the intervention of a 
~ jury; it feems therefore to be a defirable eyent that this exten= 
five juridiftion fhould in many cafes be reftrained, or rather 
~ transferred into the hands of thofe in which the wifdem of 
our ancient lawgivers had placed it. 


* 
. 4 


- fIe ig, Think, an obfervation of Montefquiew, that the 
_ fixongeft objests of dread to depraved minds are bodily pus 
_ -pifhment, confinement, and labour," 


$ 


ec esi eats te alae ti amass lae Wiss as 


the Waltham AE hath pointed out. In- 


deed a further queftion may arife whe- 
ther fome of the moft daring offenders 


under this denomination, whofe zightly 
employments require them generally to 
be of ftrong and athletic conftitutions, 
men of vicious activity, ought not with 
every colour of juftice to be difpofed of 
ds foldiers, or. fea- faring men, and by 
that means be of fome effential: fervice to 
the fate P 


~ PecuntaRy penalties and: fen 
being found inadequate to the offence of 
fnuggling, %t became neceflary to affix 
a greater punifhment_ upon the more 


Jangerous ‘and avowed pra¢tices herein, 


namely, fuch as are carried on by force— 


‘in-di/guife—by three or more incompany— 
arnied with fire-arms, or other: offenfive 
weapons, : 
- REwarps are alfo granted as well to 
thofe who apprehend offenders, as to 
fuch who fhall- be maimed: or wounded 
in apprehending ¢ or endeavouring to. ap- 
prehend: them Nay the: executors or” 
~~ admini- 


= Se 

3 adminiftrators of fach as fhall be killed 
- in apprehending ot purfuing fuch per- 
. fons, fhall be entitled to a confiderable 
* reward. The buyers and receivers of 

prohibited goods arg alfo liable to be pu- 

“hifhed.——I have contented myfelf with 

a bare recital of fome general provifions 

which have been made againft this of- 

fence of importing, felling, &c. of goods 

without paying the duties impofed there- 

on; and I am free to declare, that fome 
of thefe provifions may with great effect 

and propriety be introduced into the 
propofed plan for amending the Game 
laws. ee 2 ee 


Game is now arrived to fuch an height 
as to be a certain inducement for indi- 
sent perfons, to facrifice their health, 
‘their reputation, and their liberty, in 
the procuring of it: Yet when. by the 
humanity of our laws fuch ample provi- 
fion is made for the maintenance of the 
poor of this kingdom, beyond that of 
any other in the known world, that-- 
very man who is incapable of work, 

ee rigs ei a Oe — A = : through 


through age, infirmity, or otherwife, 

hath a right to. fupport from his opulent 
neighbours, no poffible excufe can be 
admitted in palliation of the guilt ‘of 
thefe offenders. —But to proceed, when- 
ever there appears to be a defect in the 
police of ‘a countr y, every good gover- 
nour* will be ready to adopt fuch pro- 
| pofed: plans of improvement therein, as 
may beft contribute to prevent the com= 
miffion of crimes, fo as to render the | 
infliGtion of punifhments lefs frequent, 

and lefs neceffary; and in the prefent 
inftance a tax upon dogs, under proper 
modifications, feems to be one neceflary 
sua for ee ns falutar y 
Sager BS RE REELS 


Whitin a Bil was fome 1 time ‘ago in- 
troduced into the houfe of commons, 
which went amongft other things toa 
taxation of this fort, it was Iudicroufly 
afked, co owe not tax: cats?” but as 


s “Moni ieur: Colbert, one of the sreshl itateinen th chara 
ever bred, uléd to declare, that-«¢ ‘he thought his time well fp fpent - 
in perufing an hundred propofals for advancing the comin 
ood, “iF but one ne deferved encouragement,” ee 


this joke is now become too ftale to bea 
a repetition, fhould a Bill of the fame 
‘tendency be ever again. propofed, it may 
with equal force be commbated PHS a quo- 
‘tation — Buffon. * 


= 5 Ea financier per baps.mnay be ready 
{ to alledge, that this would be an unpro- 
dudtive tax; be it fo, but tho’ it is his 
peculiar . province to. project the moft 
commodious ways of filling the public 
coffers, fo as to fupply the exigencies of 
the ftate, yet the prefervation of the mo- 
rals of the people is not of lefs 1 impor- 
tance to be regarded. Others in the fud- 
den fervor of their zeal, for 1 the. - prefer- 
vation perhaps of fome mangy, half- 
{tarved mongrel, fome furious maftiff or 
bull-dog, may vehemently exclaim, What! 
inftitute a law which will neceffarily de- 
vote to deftruétion this faithful domeftic 
creature! Yes, I fay, exterminate the 


tional being | fhould faffer by. the noxious: a : 
bite of one of them. a. ie : 

vans Naturele, Bec. tao valpie p- 186. 

a ee a ena of the direful 


whole race, rather than that a fingle ra- i : = 


‘univérfally comp 
deed be allowed, that a general and in- | 
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_ But what is moft to our prefent pur- 


pofe, it is in vain for the night-bunter to 


attempt to force the hares into his dif- 
ferent engities, without the affiftance of 


“one or more of the mixed and broken 


breed of barking curs, terriers, oF lurch- 
ers ; and befides, it is from dogs of thefe 
kinds which follow their owners into the 
fields, that the eggs and unfledged brood 
of partridges, &c. as well as young hares, 


are very frequently deftroyed. 


partial, and perhaps 4 temporary tax of 
this fort, would gradually tend to pre- 


vent many of thofe evils which are now 


phan ei Ee ee 


; complaine of. Tt muft in- 


difcriminate tax impofed upon a/) dogs, 
tL itsre es ; | feems 


effeéts from the madnels of thefe animals, is enough. to chill 


1 the very blood of the moft unfeeling reader ! From the number 
“of thofe who conftantly perifh by that moftt calamitous of all 


diftempers, the Hydrophobia, one would hope that, on this ground 


alone, it might be a powerful inducement with the Guardians 
of the ftate, to look out for fome preventive ; and this may in 

‘a good degree be effected by a reduction of thofe ufelefs dogs, 
‘which are chiefly kept by interior peoples and whiclt;;from the 

Jitile attention that is paid to them, are known in every way to 

do the greateft mifchief, — 


thereto: Pa: ne. 


be an objection, becaufe a charge upon 
: dogs will be mor likely t 


Lords of Manors, indeed under. particu- 


creatures few perfons” would grudge to 


San , 


hoa to in- 
finuate, that gentlemen will hold zhis to 


o 
than any others. F 


creafe of thefe animals, a 
purpofes for which they are Ne ies 
may very” juftly be confidered as an ar= 
ticle of iuxury, and which Sugit: to be 
taxed. oe ; 


it then’ be aes that ci tax ‘efhould 7 
be limited to dogs belonging ‘to'them ? 


lar cixcumftances, have already a° power 
to feize upon, -and to deftroy: dogs, but 
this law, for obvious reafons, 15 feldom 
exec uted. From the feveral: mifchiefs to 
which the farmers and others © “are con=— 
ftantly fubject, by the numbers of thefe 


ad a inal tax fora se which may be 
of 


He 
of real-ufe to them.  Befides, this tax 
would operate upon qualified: perfons, 
as they are frequently. obliged to quarter 
out their dogs, and particularly hounds, 

with their tenants.or others ; and hence 
per haps no very inconfiderable fum might — 
accrue to the 26h revenue. 

ena itis a 5 fact not to ‘< contro- 
verted, that thofe petty ale-houfes which 
are-opened in every corner of | the king- 
dom, are fo many licenfed feminaries for 
the encouragement of idlenefs, extrava- 
gance, and vice. . It is here that ill- -dif- 
pofed perfons of every complexion do 
frequently. collect. themfelves, and from 
whence they can more conveniently 
iffue forth at any hour im the night, 
in. ‘profecution. of their unwarrantable 
defigns, If then any alteration in the — 

Game laws fhould be found to be necef: 
fary; fome-claufe to the. following « effect 


_ may perhaps be. admitted, . ‘namely, 


s* That any fee keeper knowingly | 
harbouring, encouraging, of fupplying | 
with liquor, or provifion, any perfon 
of perfons proceeding to, or returning — 

from 


x y 
fe - ‘ fe 
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from the act of killing, or attempting 
to kill the Game in the night, or who 
fall wilfully neglect to give information 
againft thefe offenders, fuch ale-houfe 
keeper to forfeit pounds, and to. 
be for ever difqualified from — an 
ale-houfe. 

- Woutp it be impr oper to cana oe 
keepers of inns and p public-houfes { isgm 
having or ufing any Game, which cannot — 
be proved to have been legally cused > 
| Nay, ought not fome penalty to be laid 
upon all buyers of Game without ex- 
ception! es ieee are few large towr s in 

1 in rs ar apheresis are not to 


| oie ich Ps naan sfoshaae to o remark, ‘ 
‘that they of whatever confideration they 
may otherwife be, cannot avoid the im- 
putation of acting a very ¢ difhonourable 
part, who avow themfelves to be the 
ready receivers of Game, by whatever 
means it can as taken, or from whatever, 


DD :  quar-. 


eee 
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quarterit can be procured. Is itanun-) 
charitable: ‘prefumption © ‘that fuch Res 
ceiversias thefe, if they could efcape with 
impunity, would feel no great compunc- 
tion in purchafing fruit ftolen from the 


gardens, or fifth ftolen’ from ue ro 
of their neighbours e | 2 


Asiitcbe niged: that the game laws be- 


| ing already fu ficiently penal, any further 


extenfion of them ought not to be adop- 


ted; lét. ‘as keep i in mind who. thofe delin- 


nts really are, “and againtt whom the 


projected ' penalties are immediately Je- 


velleds’° Te is’ ‘farely of infinite moment 
that the ctiminal exceéfles of the common 
people fhould be effectually reftrained, 
by enforcing a due degree of fubordina- 
tion, and a general ar d uniform obedi- 
ence to the law of the land: for unlefs : 
fome ‘check ‘can be put to the proceedings 
of this Ipecies of offenders, the honeft 
and refpeétable country gentleman, who 
{pends his income in hisown neighbour- _ 
hood, is contributory to the relief and 
maintenance of the poor, “and who per- 
bape; mee the hens asa ‘magiftrate, 
Pa ae ga or 


a 
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or in fome other ufeful capacity, muft be 
~ conftrained to live under the mortifica- 
tion of having” his Par tridges driven, his 
;. Harés hanged, his Fifh-ponds robbed, 
and othe 


er mifchiefs done to ‘him, and 


FE: perhaps in the very grounds adjoining to 


his manfion, by a nightly-band of armed 
_ruffians, whom to” withftand would be 
running a defperate rifk of bringing his 
perfon or his proper ty into’ imminent pe- 

ril. - The conteft for power between the 
country. gentlemen and thefe defperate 


poachers, is now become critical and 
ferious, and the neceflity for fome ‘par~ 


Set redrels i is + the: — apparent 


s 
g 


many rah Tee aReGaES te have been 
employed in the army and navy, are re- 


ad to ioe ee at = —_ 


itstovel | ether in their morals or abi - 


of lif uaa 


I cannot conclude idhou suet 
| that there are fome gentle 


nen who con- 
tend for having the Game to be made an 


% 


dhlvidad property, and hence, under 


this notion, they are difinclined to liften 
je 


_ toany other propofitions. Yet they will 
pleafe to confider, that whatever benefit 
may be derived from fuch a law as this, 
many difficulties feem to be in the way, — 
and of fome confequence to be removed, 


In times like the prefent, when the prin- a 


ciples of civil liberty are every where in- 
- yeftigated with the moft fcrupulous ex- 
actnefs, an occafion. may probably be 
given for many perfons to confider them- . 
felyes deprived of a right which they. 
have long exercifed, and efpecially when. 
they find that ¢dis right is to be exclu- 
fively vefted in the owners of landed 
eftates only, Befides, with fuch a law 
as this, it may be in the power of any 
man poffe: fix 
to decoy the greateft part of the game — 
in the neighbourhood thereof, fo as to. 


ng a. fmall quantity of ‘ground | 


‘make it a certain and eafy capture.—A, ee 


better. opportunity would alfo be given: 
to night-bunters and poachers to continue, 


thofe. illicit practices, ; ‘which are Ir | eady “s 


a difgrace to the police of that ear a 


ment under which we live, and: which it 

is. the, duty and intereft of. every good; 
citizen by. every legal exertion to: “upheld: e 
: and maintain. =. eor 
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